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Five countries coordinate search and
rescue in Antarctica

Preventing a maritime disaster in Antarctica

Nearly 90 delegates from 17 countries and international organisations
attended the Antarctic Treaty Meeting of Experts on the Management of
Ship-Borne Tourism. The meeting ran from 9-11 December in Wellington.

The meeting considered issues around ship-borne tourism in the
Antarctic Treaty area to prevent a major maritime incident which would
have significant humanitarian and environmental consequences.

Participants included the International Maritime Organisation (IMO), the
International Hydrographic Organisation (IHO), as well as Antarctic NGOs
and Antarctic tourism industry representatives.

At the conclusion of the meeting, participants expressed strong support
for the development of a Mandatory Code for Ships Operating in Polar
Waters within the IMO. A code adopted through the IMO would ensure
all tour vessels operating in the Antarctic, including those that do not
belong to Antarctic Treaty Parties, would be covered by the regulations.

The meeting also encouraged Antarctic Treaty Parties to work closely
with the IMO to ensure the Mandatory Code covers the full range of
requirements including the construction of vessels, ship design, operation
and training.

The meeting heard that an oil spill, arising from a tourist vessel accident,
would likely have catastrophic consequences on the Antarctic
environment. A New Zealand expert described how a single medium-
sized penguin with a moderate amount of oiling would take
approximately 40-80 minutes of cleaning using 1200 litres of warm,
freshwater. Such facilities do not exist in Antarctica.

Antarctica’s remote location, extreme cold, and the prevalence of ice,
would make the clean up of oil spills fraught with difficulty, if not
impossible.

The meeting also discussed Search and Rescue planning for emergencies
in Antarctica which presented formidable challenges.

The meeting agreed that Port States should proactively inspect tourist
ships departing for Antarctica to ensure they meet internationally agreed
standards.

New Zealand will now report on the meeting to the 33rd Antarctic Treaty
Consultative Meeting (ATCM XXXIII) in Punta del Este, Uruguay in May
this year.
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New Executive Secretary: Manfred Reinke

Before leaving for Buenos Aires I was Senior Science Officer at the Alfred
Wegener Institute for Polar and Marine Research (AWI) in Bremerhaven,
Germany. I was trained as marine biologist at the University of Kiel and
was awarded a diploma as computer scientist from the University of
Hagen.

I made a first contact with polar research within the scope of my doctoral
thesis at the Institute for Polar Ecology in Kiel, at the time headed by
Prof. Dr Gotthilf Hempel. In the austral summer 1983/84 I stayed half a
year at the Polish Antarctic research Station Arctowski collecting data on
marine zooplankton for my thesis. Having received my PhD in Kiel I
moved to the AWI in 1986, starting to develop scientific data and
information systems including GIS applications.

In 2001 the development of the data publication system PANGAEA led to
the foundation of the World Data Center for Marine Environmental
Science (WDC-MARE) as a member of the World Data Center System
(WDC) of the International Council for Science (ICSU) at the AWI and the
Center for Marine Environmental Sciences (MARUM). It was the first ICSU
WDC in Germany.

I had been member of the Scientific Committee on Antarctic Research
(SCAR) ad hoc Planning Group on Antarctic Data Management that
played a key role in establishing and defining the mandate of the new
Joint Committee on Antarctic Data Management (JCADM) within the
SCAR and served on other various committees on national, European,
and international Arctic and Antarctic management and research.
In Buenos Aires I found a highly professional Secretariat and an excellent
staff. I see my prime tasks to maintain and to extend these high
standards of professionalism thus supporting efficiently the work of the
Antarctic Treaty Consultative Meeting and the Committee for
Environmental Protection.

I am married and heave three children. In February 2010 my wife, Dr.
Friederike Reinke, will move to Buenos Aires. My three sons are students
of medicine, construction engineering and industrial engineering. They
have to stay in Germany to finalize their university studies. I like the
cultural scene in Buenos Aires and for my passions of biking and sailing
the city provides best opportunities.

Upcoming meetings

Meeting on Climate Change
Norway will 6-9 April host an Antarctic Treaty Meeting of Experts (ATME)
on Climate Change and implications for Antarctic management and
governance in the northern Norwegian community of Svolvær, in the
Lofoten islands.

Information to Parties and invited expert organisations regarding
participation, registration, documents submission, practical arrangements
and programme of the meeting will be available soon through the
meeting’s website http://atme2010.npolar.no.
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Publications Received

History of Antarctic Research
The Chilean Antarctic Institute (INACH) has published a special issue of
its Antarctic magazine devoted to the Second SCAR Workshop on the
History of Antarctic Research “Multidimensional exploration of Antarctica
around the 1950’s”. The workshop was held in Santiago, Chile, at the
Ministry of Foreign Affairs on 21-22 September 2006. Edited by Cornelia
Lüdecke, this publication includes the following articles: “History of the
Argentine Scientific Research in Antarctica”, by E.A. Genest; “The
intellectual sources of the Antarctic Treaty”, by J. Berguño; “The Logic of
Risk Assessment in the Planning for the IGY”, by L. Lewander;”Chilean
Antarctic Science, 1946/59”, by A. Howkins; ”India and Antarctica in
1956”, by M. Jara “Antarctic Science as a Component of Chilean
Scepticism toward the United States in the 1940s and 1950s”, by C. León
Wöppke and J. Kendall Moore; “Expanding to Antarctica – Discussions
about German naming and a new map of Antarctica in the early 1950s”,
by C. Lüdecke; “Belgian-Dutch Antarctic expeditions policy, 1962/66”, by
P. Abbink; “The Soviet Preparation for the IGY Antarctic Program and the
Australian Response: Politics and Science”, by I. Gan and “Geopolitics,
science and internationalism during and after IGY”, by A. Elzinga.

“Multidimensional exploration…” is available for free from this link within
the INACH website.

Antarctic Exploration and the Southern Ocean
A century of Discovery. Antarctic Exploration and the Southern Ocean.
Papers presented at an international symposium held in Southampton,
28-30 June 2004. Articles include: “A century of Antarctic science;
planning and serendipity”, By G.E. Fogg; “Ships employed in Arctic ice:
Discovery’s past 1602 to 1876”, by A. Savours; “Discovery
Investigations: an early attempt of ecologically sustainable
development?”, by R. Mardsen; “Discovery at sea; a heady mix of
scientists, ships and sailors”, by A.L. Rice; “Terra Antarctica: a history of
cognition and landscape”, by W.L. Fox; “The Poles: information for
exploration”, by R.K. Headland; and others.

Archives of Natural History – Volume 32 Part 2 Pages 127-214. October
2005.

The full list of articles can be found at the publication’s online index.

Antarctica Cruising Guide
Written by Peter Carey and Craig Franklin. ISBN: 978-0-9582916-3-7.
Published in Wellington, New Zealand by Awa Press. The guide is
illustrated with 253 colour photographs and 13 maps. This second
edition, published in October 2009, updates the original entries and now
includes the Falkland Islands / Islas Malvinas, South Georgia, and the
Ross Sea. The first edition was published in 2006.
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World Heritage and the Arctic
Report of the International Expert Meeting on World Heritage and the
Arctic held in Narvik, Norway 30 November – 1 December 2007,
organised by the Nordic World Heritage Foundation and the UNESCO
World Heritage Centre.

The Secretariat has also received Antarctica New Zealand’s profile and
Statement of intent 2009-2012; The Circle No 1 Cooperation or conflict?
The way forward for arctic governance and No 2, 2009: The future of
arctic conservation; an ARENA leaflet on their work at the Concordia
station; a new issue of Antarctic, the magazine of the New Zealand
Antarctic Society; a series of publications by UNESCO World Heritage
Centre, issue 19 of the Australian Antarctic Magazine and the article
“Area protegida en aguas antárticas” (Protected area in Antarctic waters),
published in Redes & Seafood magazine, No 169.

Internship programme: Melissa Idiens

Hi there! My name is Melissa Idiens and I am the latest trainee to be a
part of the Secretariat’s wonderful internship programme here in Buenos
Aires! I am the first New Zealander, and at 23, the youngest in the
history of the programme.

I am a student of the University of Canterbury in Christchurch, and have
completed a Bachelor of Arts (First Class Honours) in Political Science,
and a Post-Graduate Certificate of Antarctic Studies. I am currently six
months into my Master of Arts (European Studies) thesis research, based
in the National Centre for Research on Europe (NCRE), and co-supervised
by COMNAP Executive Secretary Michelle Rogan-Finnemore at Gateway
Antarctica.

From June till September 2009, my tasks at Secretariat have been varied
and consisted of: mapping the Secretariat’s website in preparation of the
new version; making working papers and information papers from ATCMs
XXVII and XXVIII available on-line; editing and updating the English
version of the Antarctic Specially Protected Area/Managed Area database;
creating a much-needed diagram of the Antarctic Treaty System; and my
own thesis research.

My thesis is titled “Gateway Antarctica: Identifying the Intentions of EU
and European National Policy Agenda towards the Southern Polar
Region”, which investigates two key questions: What are the intensions
of the European Union’s (EU) current policy agenda within the Antarctic
Treaty System (ATS), and will this characterise its future participation
within the governance mechanism of Antarctica and the Southern
Ocean?; By analysing the interactions of the EU within the ATS, will this
set a precedent for legitimising the EU as an emerging global actor in
the wider international political sphere?
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News from SCAR

"Antarctic Climate Change and the Environment" report
Following production of the Arctic Climate Impact Assessment report in
2005, SCAR decided that a southern hemisphere equivalent was
required, and set about producing it. 100 scientists from 13 countries
contributed as authors, and the manuscript was worked up by an
editorial team of 9, headed by Dr John Turner of the British Antarctic
Survey - reflecting the fact that the work began as a project of SCAR's
"Antarctica in the Global Climate System" (AGCS) scientific research
programme, of which he was at the time the scientific leader. The project
expanded through time to incorporate the past climate dimension,
provided by scientists from SCAR's "Antarctic Climate Evolution" (ACE)
programme, and the biological impacts, provided by scientists from
SCAR's "Evolution and Biodiversity in the Antarctic"(EBA) programme.

The completed report was printed in October 2009 and has been mailed
to authors and to the Heads of Delegations to the 15th Conference of the
Parties of the UN Framework Convention on Climate Change (COP 15),
which took place in Copenhagen in December 2009. SCAR produced only
500 hard copies, having decided that this ought to be a web-based
product that was readily available at no cost to the entire scientific
community. Remaining hard copies will in addition go to SCAR national
committees and delegates, to COMNAP and to the Treaty Parties as well
as to a wide selection of polar and other libraries. Elements of the report
have already been published as scientific papers in Reviews of
Geophysics (January 2009) and will appear in the December issue of the
Antarctic Science Journal. Annual reviews of the science of climate
change in the Antarctic, based on the ongoing work in the report, have
been presented to the Antarctic Treaty Consultative Meetings and the
associated Committee for Environmental Protection.

The editors are most grateful to the many authors who contributed text,
to the many reviewers who commented on the circulated drafts in
summer 2007 and summer 2008, and to their parent institutions for
allowing them the time to contribute to this magnum opus. SCAR will
continue supplying annual updates on climate to the ATCM, and will in
due course update the ACCE report itself as the science evolves. Thanks
go to all those involved in the report's production, and to BAS for
providing support for the press conference at the Science Media Centre in
London on November 30, at which the book was formally launched.

The report is available from the ACCE page of the SCAR website, along
with copies of the press release, and a document detailing the main 10
points from the report. For further enquiries, consult the SCAR Executive
Director at cps32@cam.ac.uk

Meeting report and poster available on the Southern Ocean
Observing System
The latest meeting report of the SCAR/SCOR Oceanography Expert
Group, focussing on the Southern Ocean Observing System (SOOS), is
now available as SCAR Report 35, as is a poster from the OceanObs09
conference. The goal of the SOOS is to provide the sustained multi-
disciplinary observations needed to detect, interpret and respond to
changes in the Southern Ocean. The Oceanography Expert Group, in
consultation with other groups and invited experts, is currently finalising
a draft of the SOOS planning document, which will be available for
comment by the community sometime in December.


