Resolution 7 (2005)

Biological Prospecting in Antarctica

The Representatives,

Convinced of the benefits of scientific research in the field of biological prospecting for the
progress of humankind;

Recalling Article I11(1)(c) of the Antarctic Treaty, which provides that scientific observations
and results from Antarctica shall be exchanged and made freely available;

Recalling the Protocol on Environmental Protection to the Antarctic Treaty, including Article
2, as well as Article 3, which provides for the regulation of activities in the Antarctic Treaty
area to be planned and conducted so as to limit adverse impacts on the Antarctic environment
and dependent and associated ecosystems;

Bearing in mind ongoing discussions in other international fora on aspects of biological
prospecting, including efforts to develop and clarify the nature and definition of such activities;

Reaffirming the importance of Article 111(1) of the Antarctic Treaty with regard to scientific
activities relating to biological prospecting, in that, to the greatest extent feasible and
practicable:

(a) information regarding plans for scientific programs in Antarctica shall be
exchanged to permit maximum economy and efficiency of operations;

(b) scientific personnel shall be exchanged in Antarctica between expeditions and
stations;

(c) scientific observations and results from Antarctica shall be exchanged and made
freely available;

Recommend that:

1) their governments draw to the attention of their national Antarctic programmes and
other research institutes engaged in Antarctic biological prospecting activities the
provisions of Article 111(1) of the Antarctic Treaty;

2) their governments continue to keep under review the question of biological prospecting
in the Antarctic Treaty Area, and exchange on an annual basis information and
views relating to that question as appropriate.
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